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A quirky and theatrical piece that depicts the temptation of young women by strange “fruit-merchant men.”
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THE GOBLINS CRY

"Come buy our orchard fruits, Come buy, come buy!" In a clamor of beseeching voices, the goblins
offer a variety of sweet and exotic delights to sisters Lizzie and Laura.

THE BROOKSIDE RUSHES

The sisters huddle together at the riverbank. Despite Lizzie's admonishment, Laura grows curious
about the goblins and their wares.

DOWN THE GLEN
As the goblins draw near, Lizzie remains firm in her refusal while Laura fantasizes about fair orchards
in faraway lands.

THEIR SHRILL REPEATED CRY
Sensing Laura's diminishing resolve, the goblins close in. They present their offerings and exchange
looks of malicious anticipation.

SWEET-TOOTH LAURA
Laura approaches the fruit-merchant men. She politely admits to having no money to pay for their
goods.

A PRECIOUS GOLDEN LOCK

The goblins barter with Laura: a "precious golden lock" of her hair in exchange for their fruit. Laura is
consumed by her own feverish hunger as she quickly devours the cloying feast. The ecstasy is
fleeting; she departs with nothing but a single, bitter kernel stone.

ROUND THEIR REST
Peace returns. The sisters rest side by side, lulled to sleep by a soft, gentle wind.

Premiered by the Seattle Metropolitan Singers at Seattle Sings 2025, a choral festival of the Greater Seattle Choral
Consortium. Laurie de Leonne, director & Nathan Shiu, piano.
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